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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



MR. O'BRIEN'S ROUND TOWERS. 



To apologize — or not to apologize — that is the ques- 
tion ! Whether it be better to follow up the precedent 
of several of our " brethren of the grey goose quill," and 
at once offer an abject apology to Mr. Henry O Brien, 
for having had the temerity to speik slightingly of 
his most learned lucubrations, on "The Mysteries of 
Freemasonry aid Budis-n," or, in default of so doing, 
subject ourselves to the annoyance incident to defending a 
suit at law, as threatened by Mr.'O'Bnen and his solicitor 
—this is the question — and certainly a most important 
question — 'or us to consider. Know then, good reader, 
that forasmuc'i as we, being in the month of June, 1854, 
the editor and proprietor of the Dublin Penny Journal, 
and not having at that time the fear of the said Mr. Henry 
O' Brien hefore oar eyes, did presume, on the 24th day of 
that mouth, in the 93th number of our Journal, to say 
of his very erulike work, that it was " an indecent, incon- 
gruous and) in many instances, a blasphemous pub'ica- 
tion."* And inasmuch as our review of said publication 
hath "tended to injure the literary character of the said 
Mr. Henry O'Brien,"* and to retard the sale of said work, 
after various remonstrinces and solicitations on tha 
part of the learned author, in sun Iry long "epistles ad- 
dressed to us, we are uojv finally threatene I with a legal 
prosecution, unless, amending the error of our ways, we 
make such honourable retribution, in the form of an ample 
apology, as he in his wisdom shall deem sufficient. So 
says Henry O'Brien, Esq. and thus the question stands be- 
tween lis at the present moment. In reference to the de- 
mand for an apology, we have only to say, that could we 
but bring ourselves to think, that we had in any way dealt 
unfairly tfkh Mr. O'Brien, or the very erudite production 
of hb genius, we would not hesitate an instant to make 
the most ample apology he could require. But feeling a 
conscientious conviction, that, with one little exception, 
which we shall presently explain, we have in no instance 
overstepped the bounds of fair, legitimate criticism — that 
in our observations on his book, we have " nothing exte- 
nuated, nor set down aught in malice" — that we intended 
nothing personal — we beg to tell the learned gentleman and 
his legal adviser, even at the risk of a suit at law, that we will 
not retract the opinion we have expressed on the subject, 
It is, indeed, preposterous to think, that because in the 
due and wholesome exercise of the power which the con- 
ducting of a literary periodical has placed in our hands, 
the sale of a work is injured, or the literary character of 
an author is lowered, that therefore we are to be forced 
to the dilemma of an apology, a duel, or a law suit. If 
our opinion were ill-founded, the voice of public opinion 
would be sufficient to counterbalance any evil effect which 
it might for a moment produce ; but the very circum- 
stance of that opinion having been responded to by the 
public, as he himself asserts, in the loss of literary cha- 
racter, and the diminished sale of the work, should be 
proof sufficient that we were not far astray in our deci- 
sion, and might teach the author a lesson which he ap- 
pears to have yet to learn, "not to think of himself or 
his productions more highly than he ought to think." 

By a reference to the 98th number of our Journal, the 
reader will find the review which has excited Mr. O'Brien's 
bitter ire against us ; and here we beg to say, that we 
do most readily apologize for having translated the A. B. 
affixed to his name, as Big Ass. Our publication had not 
gone through the press until we wished it expunged, for 
we felt it was bad taste on our part, and its point could 
not be seen by the generality of our readers, as it merely 
referred to Mr. O'Brien having appended the Esquire to 
his own name, and taken it from Mr. Petrie's, who was 
certainly at least as well entitled to it. We do, there- 
fore, most unreservedly apologize to the gentleman for 
haying called bira a Big Ass, and most assuredly shall never 
be guilty of a like offence in future ; but with this excep- 
tion, we now affirm, on a re-perusal of the work itself, that 
the review is a fair, impartial, unbiassed judgment — nay 
more, that it is not as severe or pungent as the work de- 

• The words for which the action is threatened by the Soli- 
citor. 



manded at our hands. Therefore, for having said of 
it, that it is an indecent, incongruous mass, and that 
it is in many instances blasphemous, we owe him no apo-« 
logy, and we shall make none; and if for so saying, he 
thinks proper to bring an action, we tell him we shall 
meet him in a Oourt of Law without any fear of the -eon* 
sequenc3s ; and to prevent any further correspondence, as 
soon as he gives security for the costs of the action, which 
we certainly will require him to do, he may proceed forth- 
with; nay more, to save him the trouble of gathering up 
our opinions from detached sentences, we now once again 
would record our judgment of the publication, that 
it is, from beginning to end, a heterogeneous com- 
pound of affected learning and illogical reasoning. — 
The preface itself is sufficient to sIiojv the man. It 
consists of no fewer than seven and thirty pages, alto- 
gether occupied with a silly dissertation to prove he 
had a right to " the fifty pound prise" offered by the Royal 
Irish Academy, for the best Essay on the Origin and Use 
of the Round Towers of Ireland, into which he has con- 
trived to introduce several private conversations* held with 
members of the Roval Irish Academy — lengthy extracts 
from the Dablin Penny Journal, and fro n his own 
letters to the Council of the Academy, setting forth the 
various " manneuvres," plots and counterplots, prac- 
tised, used, and devise 1 by Dr. M-Donnell, F.T.C.D. Dr. 
Singer, F.T.C D. the Rev. Cesar Otway, and the Editor 
of the Dublin Penny J lurnal, to oust him of his^aiV claim 
to the fifty pounds. Then making a -direct personal attack 
upon ourselves, which was certainly much more worthy 
of a suit than any thing we have said of him, he finishes his 
learned introduction by quoting from our pages, in one 
continuous sentence, the greater proportion of the address 
which we considere 1 necessary to insert on taking the ma- 
nagement of the Journal into our hands. + 

So much for the preface. With regard to the body of 
the work, and the arguments brought forward, if arguments 
they can be called, we feei k would be but a waste of 
time and space again to notice the absurdities it contains. 
To show that we were fully justified in the character we 
gave it, we had marked several extracts for insertion; 
but feel the difficulty before stated, that the allusions 
they contain are too gross and indecent for the subscrib- 
ers to the Penny Journal. Indeed the theory altoge- 
ther is a disgusting one ; and although our readers may 
have thought, that in alluding to Mr. O Brien's " caves 
under ground, and pillars over ground," as represent- 
ing parts of the human body to which decency for- 
bids more particular allusion, we were only sporting 
with their fancies, we assure £hem, that k was an effort 
of ours, with as much delicacy as the subject would 
permit, to propound his theory in a way likely to be un- 
derstood by those capable of understanding such matters. 
On the whole, then, it is surely not to be tolerated, 
that Mr, O'Brien, after using what language he thought 
fit in reference to every author who had gone before him 
on the same subject — after abusing without mercy the 
Council of the Academy — after copying a very considera- 
ble portion of his work (the wood-cuts not excepted) 
from our Journal— and after here and there squirting the 
I venom of his invective upon our pages, and doing us all 
I the mischief a little mind could achieve— we say it is not 
| to be tolerated that after all this, he should turn round 
upon ourselves, and continue to annoy us with threats of 
legal proceedings ; because, forsooth, we dared to criti- 
cise his ill-digested theory, and to speak of his production 
in the terms it deserved. We trust such conduct will not 
be allowed to pass with impunity by those who have the 
charge of the public press, but that they may be induced 
to speak out their sentiments plainly on the subject. 
Ours is not the only Journal denounced by Mr. O Brien — > 
whoever has not joined him in his reveries is to be prose- 



• He tells his readers—" I availed myself of a pretext for 
calling on Dr. M'Donnell, when the following conversation took 
place," which he relates at length. 

f Surely common gratitude for having enabled him to fill 
so many pages of his volume, should prevent him bringingan 
, action against us ! 
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cutcd; and although in no one instance can he recover 
damages, still it is a very great annoyance to be thus 
worried and tormented. Instead of making apolo- 
gies, the editors and proprietors of literary works should 
set their faces as a Hint against such a system ; and by 
holding it up to public reprobation, preserve for the pe- 
riodical press the liberty heretofore enjoyed of fairly dis- 
cussing new-fangled theories and opinions, brought forward 
by autliors oi more zeal than judgment, and who carry 
more sail than ballast. We have always regarded lair discus- 
sion as tlie best friend of real merit, and the best means of 
detecting literary imposture, anil checking literary imper- 
tinence. At all events, whatever may come relative to 
the present proceedings, we have the satisfaction of re- 
flecting that we have done our duty ; and shall prove to 
Mr. O JBrien in our review of his forthcoming work, " the 
Pyramids of Egypt," " the uses of which," in his advertise- 
ment, he presumptuously says " are for the first time re- 
vealed," that if he thinks by threatening us with a prose- 
cution, to prevent our speaking of it as it may deserve, 
he is greatly mistaken. Please Providence, as soon as it 
comes to light, we shall dj ii justice— and faithfully award 
the praise or the censure the production may, in our 
opinion, fairly merit. 



Sl.UPi.ii bCiii.NCE. 

MAGliETlSll. 

As natural philosophy is a science in its own nature 
entertaining and delightful, and conducive in many in- 
stances to the ease and convenience of life, it is not to be 
wondered at that there have been men in all ages, who 
have laid themselves out for the improvement and cultiva- 
tion of it. But it is a matter 01 no small surprise, to 
think how inconsiderable a progress the knowledge of 
nature had made in former ages, when compared with the 
vast improvements it has received from the numberless 
discoveries of latter times ; insomuch, that some of the 
branches of natural philosophy, which at this day are 
almost complete in all their parts, were utterly unknown 
before the last century, ii we look into the reason of 
this, we shall iind it to be chiefly owing to the wrong 
measures that were taken by philosophers of former ages 
in their pursuits alter natural knowledge; lor they, disre- 
garding experiments, (the omy sure loundation whereon 
to build a rational philosophy , busied themselves in lfam- 
ing hypotheses for the soIulioii of uatuial appearances ; 
which, as they were creatures oi the brain, without any 
foundation in nature, were, generally speaking, so lame 
and defective, as, in many cases, not to answer those very 
phenomena lor w hose sakes they v. ere contrived. \V hereas 
the philosophers of later times, laying aside those false 
lights, as being of no other use than to misguide the un- 
uerstanding in its searches into nature, betook themselves 
to experiments and observations, and irom them collected 
the general powers and laws of nature; which, with a 
proper application, and the assistance of mathematical 
learning, enabled them to account lor most of the pro- 
perties uiid operations oi bodies, and to solve many uifli- 
culties in the .natural appearances, which were utterly 
inexplicable on the loot of hypotheses, and much more 
will yet be discovered by the philosophers of the present 
day. 

r The phenomena of magnetism, like those of electricity, 
depend on a cause so little subject to the investigation of 
our senses, that any regular and well supported theory 
can as yet scarcely be expected. The subject is stili more 
difficult than that of electricity ; for in the latter, the fluid 
is made visible, and otherwise perceptible to our senses : 
but no experiment could ever render the cause of mag- 
netism perceptible otherwise tliuu by, its eliecls. The 
idea of its being occasioned by a fluid' entering in at one 
pole and passing out at another, has become pretty gene- 
ral; but the kite diteov©l4e« hi eiectrieity have naturally 
suggested' another theory — which is, that the magnetic 
phenomena may be occasioned by a fluid analogous to the 
electric, or perhaps the very same ; and with a view to 
investigate this theory, the phenomena of magnetism and 
electricity have been accurately compared with each other, 
Aid the analogy between them carefully wadied, Thin 



analogy is found to consist principally in the following 
particulars : 

1st. — Electricity is of two kinds, positive and negative, 
each of which repels its own kind and attracts the oppo- 
site. In magnetics, the north and south pole do the 
same — each being repulsive of its own kind, and attract- 
ing the opposite. 

2d. — In electricity, whenever a body in its natural state 
is brought near an electrified one, it becomes itself elec- 
trified, and possessed of the ^contrary electricity, after 
which an attraction takes place. In like manner, when a 
piece of iron or steel is brought within the influence of a 
magnet, it becomes itself possessed of a magnetism con- 
trary to that which the magnet possesses, and is of course 
attracted. 

Sd. — One sort of electricity cannot be produced with- 
out the other ; neither is it possible to produce one kiud 
of magnetism without the other also. 

4th. — The electric power may be retained by certain 
substances, as amber, glass, <&c; but easily pervades 
others, which are therefore called conductors. Magnet- 
ism has a similar conductor in soft iron ; for by means of 
it, the virtue may be extended farther than can be done 
without it— at the same time that the iron itself loses all 
magnetic power the moment it is separated from the mag- 
met. Hardened iron, cast iron, and steel, perform a part 
analogous to electrics. 

5th. — The electric virtue exerts itself most powerfully 
on points, which are found to carry it ufl'or receive it ill 
vast quantities. Iu like manner, a magnet will hold a 
piece of iron more powerfully by a corner or blunt point 
than by a Hat surface. On sharp points, indeed, the mag- 
net has but little hold, by reason 01 the dehexeiicy of 
surface. 

Gth. — From experiments, it appears possible to super- 
induce the negative and positive electricities upon one 
another; and in magnetics it is possible to uo the same. 

These are the most remarkable particulars iu which 
magnetism and electricity are made to_agiee ; but the dif- 
ferences between theui are no less remarkable. The mag- 
netic power affects none of our senses, and, most percep- 
tible at least, attracts only iiou ; whilst electricity attracts 
and repels bodies of every kind indiscriminately. The 
electric virtue presides on the surface, but that of tlie 
magnet pervades the whole substance. A magnet loses 
nothing of its power by communicating its virtue to other 
bodies, but electricity always does, .and, lastly, the mag- 
netic virtue is permament, whereas that of electricity is 
exceedingly perishable, and capable of being dissipated. 
Notwithstanding these disagieements, however, the ana- 
logies between magnetism and electricity are so great, that 
the hypothesis of a magnetic as well as of an electric 
fluid has now gained general credit. 

AXIiiAi. ilAGNE'XrSm 

Is a sympathy lately supposed by some persons to exist 
between the magnet anu the human body, by means of 
which the former became capable of curing many diseases 
in an unknown way, something resembling the pcrloini- 
ances of the old magicians, it appears to have originated 
in 1774, from a German philosopher named Father Held, 
who greatly recommeiideu the Use of the magnet in medi- 
cine. JY1. .LViesiner of tlie same country became tile direct 
founder of the system, tie went to Paris in the year 
1778, where Ins patients increased so rapidly, that he was 
obliged to take in pupils to assist Imn. Hue new system 
now gained ground uaily, and soon becanlc >o tkshionable 
that the jealousy of the iaculty was awakened; and an 
application concerning it was made to 3 Government, m 
consequence of which a committee Was appointed to 
inquire into the matter. This was a tliuhucr-stroke to_ 
the, supporters of the new doctrine. iViesnier himself 
refused to have any communication with the committee ; 
but lua most celebrated pu]iii> iiieston, was less scrupulous, 
and explained the principles of this art m the following 
manner ; 

1st. — Animal magnetism is an universal fluid, consti- 
tuting an actual plenum in nature, and the medium of all 
mutual influence between tlie celestial bodies, and between 
(he earth and animal bodies- 



